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ABSTRACT

Introduced from Europe for tsunique appearance, Horaclewn mantegaz-ianum Sommier & Levier (ianthogweed)is ecoming
increasingly presalent across North America especially in the Northwestern and Northeastern States of the United States and
Canada. Currenly it i found along riverbanks, roadsides, waste places, and abundant lands. It is amember ofthe carrot family.
Unbelliferae (Apiaceae).Its a biennialor a monocarpic short-lived perennial. tgenerall flowersinits thind year of growth. It
resembles diferent plantspecies duringdiffrentstages of s e cycle and i ofien istakenly planted as an omamental due 0 the
attractive flower heads it produces. Heracleum mantegazziamum s closely reluted to Horaclewn lanatum Mich. cow parsnip)
Itposes a threat to natural cosystems and s also a weed in agricultural and urban areas. Thi species represents an increasing
public halth hazard. The plant exudes a clear watery sap which contains furanocounarins. Contact with H. mantegazzianum
can cause photophotodermatits, a serious skin inflammation caused by UV photo-activation, resulting in severe burns 10 the
affected areas and severe blistering. Control measures must be taken in order to prevent s further infestations. The perennial

nature of H. mantegazianum and toxicity of the plant sap limits mechanical contrl options. Chemical control options include
postemergence application o growth regulator herbicides, glsphosate or trchlopyr: altough limitedinformation on s controlis
available. Abilty to identfy this weed and understand it biology willaid successful management efforts. Public education 1o
dissuade gardeners from planting tis attractve but noxious plant in heir gardens is also necessary. This species should be
watched carefullyfor s future infestationand subsequentspreadas aninsasive weed inagricultural and urbanareas
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