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ocio-economic profile and problems of mud-crab farmers of South
24-Parganas, West Bengal: an explorative study
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Agquacultureof themud crab has been practised or th past 100 ears in China and for the past 30 years throughout AsiaAlmost
allcrab aquaculture production relies on wild-caughtstock: as larval rearing has not yet reached a commercially viable levl for
stocking into aguaculture farms. Crab meat is virtually cent per cent fatfree, rich in protein and offers no carbohydrates.

Acconding o dietiians, crab meat s inperfectly with he new dietary guidelines, which suggest igh-protein foods that arelean
and either low-fat or fatree. In India aquaculture has emerged as an important farming actvity tansforming aquacultur from a
wraditionallivelihood-support rural acivity to aprofit orientedproductionsystem It could be able o improve thelvelihood of he
fshers as well s ensuring nutritonal security. Keeping in view the fact the present study was designed with the following
specific bjectives, e o study the socio-economic profileof the crab farmers, o study the present status of the crab farmers and.
1o study the constrainis encountered in crab farming. The present study was conducted in randomly selected three vllages of
Gosaba blockin South 24-Parganas disrict of West Bengal as it has the highest crab farmer concentration. Three illages from
the Lairipur Gram Panchayat area of Gosaba block were selected by simple random sampling technique. A total of 120 crab
Jarmers werelisted outfromthe saidlocale andout of them, 60 crab farmer,those who are presently involved in crub farming were
selected for ths study: The indings of thestuds showed that $4%% o espondents belonged 1orural areas and thei age varied from
17-60 years, in which majority (46.67 %) were in middle aged (26-50 years) category. Out of the otal mumber of rspondens,
70% were male and rest 30% female. Majority of the respondents were having the educational quaification up o high school
level. 68,33 % respondents belonged o Scheduled Caste ollowed by General category and Scheduled Trbe. Majorty (81.67%)
ofthe respondents were having land access o less than 10 cottah and owned medium sized (-5 Katha) water bodies. About 55,33
%% of respondents belonged to Above Poverty Level (APL) category followed by 41.67 % Below Poverty Level (BPL) category

Mostof the espondents (93.33%) preferred thir ellow riends as a eliable source of information, followed by Radio (35.337%).
Relatives (75.337%) and Fishery ExtensionOfficers (FEO) (35%). Majority of he respondents (61.677%) practsed intensive crab
culturs technigue and 83,33 % preferred the November-February duration s an deal tme for crab farming with seedscollected
[romthewild (68.33%) . from swamps and derelictwater bodis. It was conspicuous from the present studs that majority of he
respondents used rash Puntias sp- as supplementary feed. 4 far as the discase outbreak in crab farming was concerned, 35% of
respondents reported that crabs sufered from ulcer on carapace and necrosis of appendages andtheyused lime and KMnO, o get
rid of these diseases. Lack of crab seeds emerged as prime constraint followed by marketing problem, transport probles, credit
problem and problems related 1o diseases.





